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Influence of collective memory and historical victimhood on ethnic and national identities

Wakil Ajibola Asekun

Abstract.

Collective memory, which is a group’s shared representation of its past, has been considered a
force that can potentially shape a group’s identity. However, previous studies focused more on
negative memories of the historical past; this necessitates conducting a study that examines
both negative and positive memories of the historical past. The present study, therefore,
examined how collective memories (positive and negative) influence ethnic and national
identification. It also examined whether victim beliefs can predict collective action intention.
The study was conducted among 635 participants who were selected from the three major
ethnic groups in Nigeria through an online survey using a snowball sampling technique. Path
Model Analysis was adopted to test the stated hypotheses. The result indicates that negative
collective memory is related to the construction of both ethnic and national identities. Victim
belief was found to be a predictor of collective action intention. The study discussed how
identification tendencies impact in-group and out-group relations positively and negatively in
a pluralistic society.

Keywords: Collective memories, identity, victim belief, groups.

Asekun, W.A., wasekun@unilag.edu.ng, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Lagos

The Nigerian Journal of Business and Social Sciences, Volume 11, 2024
A Journal of the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos, Nigeria
©2024

99


mailto:wasekun@unilag.edu.ng

The Nigerian Journal of Business and Social Sciences, Volume 11, 2024

Introduction

Collective memory has been referred to
as a group’s shared representations of its past,
which might shape the group’s identity (Lin
2021). Although not all shared memories are
collective memories, a memory is only
considered collective if it is shared widely,
defines a people, and helps bind them together.
(Manier, 2002; Manier & Hirst, 2007; Olick,
1999). Every ethnic group in different
countries of the world has its unique historical
past events, which could be political, social, or
economic; these events may be positive or
negative (Hilton & Liu, 2017), thus ethnic
groups in Nigeria are no exception. Moreover,
nations that are made up of diverse ethnic
groups are usually challenged by social
categorizations that sometimes promote in-
group favouritism and out-group prejudice
(Asekun, 2022; Tajfel, 1974). This reality
becomes even more evident when members of
an ethnic group get the control of political
power, through unconstitutional means,
primarily, coup d’état, (as it was the case in
Nigerian recent history) some of the actions of
such leaders could be perceived as
‘victimizing’ to members of other major ethnic
out-groups. This phenomenon has been
described in literature as victim belief, which is
a component of collective memory. It is a
perception of suffering from injustice of an in-
group from another group or race (out-group).
Although in literature, this concept is often
discussed in the context of a foreign invasion
of a people of another geographical location in
form of colonization, e.g., Belgium’s colonial
rule in Congo (see Figueiredo, Oldenhove, &
Licata, 2018), or, as it was the case with Korea
by Japan (see Kim et al., 2014; Jeong, &
Vollhardt. 2021), apartheid rule in South
Africa, or the victimization of a people in
diaspora e.g., Jews in Germany by Nazis, (e.g.,
Bar-Tal & Antebi, 1992; Schori-Eyal, Kl et al.,
2014), Poles (e.g., Jasifiska-Kania, 2007), or as
it is presently between Russia and Ukraine.

Nigeria and its ethnic groups: The historical
context

Nigeria, as the largest country in West Africa
and indeed Africa, has witnessed years of both
pleasant and unpleasant socio-political events
in its chequered history. The good times could
be traced to when she gained independence
from colonial rule in 1960, which was
celebrated with pomp and pageantry; this was
followed (not too long after) by a robust
commercial activity in her oil sector, which
ushered in an unprecedented economic
prosperity. During this period, the value of her
currency (naira) was more substantial than the
value of a dollar with naira exchanging for
0.78k/1 dollar (less than I unit of the currency)
as at 1 March 1980. Older men and women
usually narrate the good old days with
nostalgia, e.g., how they were served chicken
as students in university with highly
discounted tickets, how government employed
cleaners regularly cleaned their rooms in the
hostels; and how there were lots of
employment opportunities for young graduates
after completion of degrees, etc., besides,
Nigeria was organized politically along three
major ethnic groups with regional autonomy.
The prosperity and healthy rivalry among the
regions facilitated fast growth and
development (Asekun, 2015) for those with
these memories, Nigeria was the dream
country with  potentials  for  higher
accomplishments, but on the other hand were
adverse events of political intrigues and
manipulations among the major ethnic groups
that precipitated a civil war and other inter-
ethnic rivalries, the civil war was fought for
three years (1967-1970) and changed the
political landscape completely. Ethnic Identity
politics has been the bane of Nigerian political,
economic, and social trajectories and has
therefore led to some unpleasant past events,
including military coups, abuses of human
rights, corruption, and deterioration of the
state’s institutions, ethnic violence, among
others. Some ethnic groups tend to think of
themselves as “victims” in many of these past
negative experiences.
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Collective A theoretical

perspective.

memory:

Halbwach (1950) was credited for developing
the concept of collective memory; he theorized
that memories are not literally preserved, but
are reconstructed according to present
conditions and the social context. He
contended that there could never be an isolated
individual memory as earlier postulated by
some social scientists. Still, he argued that
there is an intersection in the development of
the individual’s memory and that of the social
group. He went further to state that there was
an overwhelming influence of the social force
in the content of an individual’s memories
throughout an era and that it was the group’s
shared beliefs and its collective experiences
that shape the meaning of individual memories
and not the other way round. Also, Nora
(1978) in lending a voice to this theoretical
proposition said that collective memory is
‘what remains of the past in the group’s
experiences, or rather what the groups do with
the past.

Literature Review.

The collective memory of groups in a nation
determines to a large extent how public
discourse, activities and political culture is
shaped (Zeineddine & Qumseya, (2021), for
example in a recent study in Belgium,
Congolese Belgian participants’ scores on the
memory of Congo’s colonial past, and
perception of history were found to have a
significant correlation with identification with
Congoles’ culture, similarly, in Hungary,
participants with positive narratives about the
nation expressed stronger national
identification than participants with negative
narratives of the nation (P olya 2017). Weigler
(2019) also reported that participants in his
study deployed their views of historical events
to develop their ethno-religious group’s
present identities. The findings are also
consistent with the result of an analysis of
textbooks of History/civics in French, which
revealed that the narratives of the books
accounted for students’ identity construction
with the French and English (sub-identity) and

their formation of identity of the European race
(superordinate identity).

Furthermore, some other studies have
demonstrated how unpopular governments
manipulated collective memories in order to
confer legitimacy on their unpopular
administration (e.g., Olick et al., 2011;
Asekun, 2018), some leaders also seek to erase
memories when they consider them as
undermining their authorities (Nora, 1996). In
some instances, manipulation of collective
memories could be a means of control of
attitudes toward the government, to maintain
the status quo, and prevent agitation for a more
democratic process. (Belmonte & Rochlitz,
2017). For example, at some point in Nigeria’s
political trajectory, history as a subject was
removed from the secondary school
curriculum until recently, some scholars have
contended that the action was aimed at erasing
the memory of certain negative past of the
Nigerian states that could threaten political
interest of specific group(s) in the country.

Role of media in the formation of collective
memories.

Studies show that media coverage determines
how we remember or erase information about
public events (e.g., Wang, 2019; Marsh &
Rajaram, 2019; Hirst et al., 2009). Some
studies revealed that interpersonal
communication and large social networks play
essential roles in the processes of transmitting
the contents of collective memories (e.g.,
Coman & Hirst, 2012; Harris et al., 2010;
Stone et al., 2020). Studies also suggest that
people deliberately choose the information or
sources that is congruent with what is of
personal interests as well as their political
ideologies (Stone & Jay; Wang, 2019; Coman
et al.,, 2014; Posta et al.,, 2015), this bias
reflects in the choice of information to be
recalled. This intentional selection of
information or source of information helps to
bolster the bonding of the group and
subsequently facilitates the formation of the
group identity.

The link between collective victim belief and
conflicts.
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Collective victim belief has been implicated in
the literature of social sciences and humanities
as the antecedent of violence, intractable
conflicts, and in many cases the instigator of
renewed violent conflicts; these findings were
reported in psychological literature (e.g., Bar-
Tal & Antebi, 1992a) and in sociology (e.g.,
Smelser, 2004), political science (e.g.,
Macdonald, 2003), philosophy (e.g., Williams,
2008), and History (e.g., Robins & Jones,
2009). In Mamdani's (2001) analysis of the
Rwandan genocide, he noted that members of
a previously victimized group became
perpetrators in subsequent conflict.  This
change of roles in a conflict is usually justified
by the “victimized” group as a natural response
of retaliation for revenge. (Lickel et al., 2006;
Suedfeld, 1999), or an act of self-defence to
prevent renewed victimization (Bar-Tal &
Antebi, 1992a, 1992b; Pettigrew, 2003).
Moreover, Bar-Tal et al. (2009) submitted that
collective victim belief facilitates social
cohesion and serves as social glue for a group
and creates the ‘we’ against ‘them’ sentiment
(Noor et al., 2012). Again, the collective
victim belief not only engenders bonding
among kith and kins of a social group but also
sustains the sentiments of fellow feelings
between current members of the in-group and
the older generation who perceived themselves
as victims of injustice (Noor et al., 2012).

Victim belief and Collective action.

There is evidence from past studies to show
that a relationship exists between victim belief
and collective action. However, this study is
not aware of any study that has addressed
victimisation from own government which is a
gap that the present study seeks to fill.
According to a psychological model, the
group’s grievance is usually the launching pad
for process action (Van Zomeren et al., 2012).
This may consist of experiences such as
colonization and other forms of oppression
(Albzour et al., 2019). Grievances become
worse when people who were victimised
perceive that the perpetrator is in denial of the
historical victimization. It increases the
resentments towards the group considered as
the perpetrator (Kanyangara et al., 2007;

Vollhardt et al., 2014). For example, collective
action on seeking acknowledgment and reparations
was noticed in post-apartheid South Africa
(Adonis, 2018), this was also true of Maori
communities in New Zealand (Aho, 2014), and the
Armenian diaspora (Vollhardt & Nair, 2018).

Statement of the problem.

Ethnic groups are known in literature for their
ability to promote a sense of primary
community, which is derived from common
ancestry, shared cultural values and beliefs,
physical appearance, among others. (Marger,
2000). Ethnic identity is understood,
experienced, and expressed in different ways
by advantaged and disadvantaged groups.
Disadvantaged groups are usually
characterized by experiences of exclusion,
domination, prejudice, economic exploitation,
cultural control, and sometimes violent attacks
(e.g., Moane & Campling, 1999; Mullaly,
2002; Sidanius, 1993), but advantaged groups,
tend to dominate and control other groups for
political, economic, or socio-psychological
benefits, this is particularly true when they
share same geographical and political space,
all the ethnic groups who share same
geographical and political space are also
expected have national identities or
superordinate identities for sake of national
unity, (Leach et al., 2007; Noor et al., 2012),
this is because ethnic identity may spur
negative affect towards out-group members
and even the national (superordinate) group (
see, Organista et al., 2010), although group
identities are not only sources of prejudice and
conflict, they can also foster inclusion, positive
attitudes and behaviours towards out-groups
and superordinate groups, if they are re-
categorized as groups into a common in-group.
(Bilven et al., 2022). Such shared common in-
group identity can reduce previous intergroup
prejudice and promote intergroup cooperation
(Gaertner & Dovidio, 2014).

Present study

The present study examines how collective
memory affects the formation of ethnic and
national identities positively or negatively
by analysing different forms of narratives
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that participants received or shared, (i.e.,
positive or negative narratives of past
events) This is against the backdrop that a
collective memory may be a reflection of
something more abstract than just an
individual’s  episodic  representations
(Muller et al., 2016; Asekun, 20202; Pacz
& Liu., 2010). And the submission that the
kind of memories shared by a group of its
past experiences would determine what the
group does with the present (Nora, 1978).
The study also examined whether victim
belief is a predictor of collective action
intention. Previous study, as far as we
know, was concerned with victim beliefs
due to external forces, and in most cases,
the nature of such a relationship was hardly
addressed. Based on the foregoing, this
study sets the following research questions
and hypotheses:

e To what extent do collective
memories impact the development
of ethnic and national identities
when past narratives in a polity are
negative or positive?

e Would the  perception  of
victimization predict collective
action intention?

o Are collective memories
transmitted and shared through
traditional media or digital media?

e s there a relationship between the
type of media and the development
of collective memories

The hypotheses.

1. Collective memory is negatively
associated with national
identification (superordinate group

2. Collective memory is positively
associated with ethnic
identification (subordinate
group)

3. Victim belief is a predictor of
collective action intention

4. There is a significant
relationship between the type of
media and the development of
collective memories

Method

Participants

Table 1 below shows the demographic
characteristics of the sample. They were
citizens of Nigeria from the three major
ethnic groups in the country (Hausa,
Yoruba, and Igbo). N=635. The
participants' sample was broken down by
ethnic group: Hausa (29%), Yoruba (33%),
Igbo (31%), and others, which constitute
minority ethnic groups (6%).

Data Collection

The questionnaires through which data
were collected from participants were
administered through links shared by
emails and WhatsApp messages to students
of a university in southwest Nigeria.
Participants were subsequently requested to
share the link also with friends and family
members who may also be interested in
participating in the study. The measure used
for the data collection included a collective
memories questionnaire, an ethnic identity
scale, a national identity scale, and a victim
belief scale. They are described below.
Measures

Collective memories questionnaire:

Collective memory was measured with open-
ended items that tapped memories that were
salient in the country’s significant ethnic
population. It was an adapted questionnaire
originally developed by Liu et al (2020). It has
a reliability coefficient of .86. It has been
successfully used in previous studies (e.g., Li
et al, 2021). Participants were requested to
mention three positive and negative historical
events that happened during the lifetime of
people they have known, which they believe
have had the most significant impact on their
country. Participants were then asked to write
anything they wanted in the three blanks
provided (positive or negative). Codes were
generated only for the most commonly named
historical events-

Identities questionnaire

The identities questionnaire is an adapted
measure from the literature which has a total
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number of two items (i.e., “I am proud to tell my
friends that I am Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa;
“Usually, I like to think of myself as a Yoruba,
Igbo, Hausa, reliability of the measure was .82
(Jasini, et al, 2017). Participants were required to
tick the ethnic group that they belonged to from the
three options listed in the question items and
thereafter to give their response on the
questionnaire. Responses ranged from 1 (very
much) to 5 (Not very much).

Same measure was used for national identity
as thus: “’I am proud to tell anyone that I am a
Nigerian’’ and ’I Usually like to think of myself as
a Nigerian’’ responses were also based on a 5-
point Likert scale, from which ranged from 1
(very much) to 5(Not very much 1 (very much)
to 5 (not very much) A similar 2- item measure has
been shown to be sufficiently reliable, valid, and
valuable (Eisinga et. al. 2013)

Victim believe

The victim's belief was measured with one
item. It is an earlier adapted scale that was used
in a previous study (see Jasini et al., 2017). It
has a reliability coefficient of 0.80. The item is
“historically, many individuals in my ethnic
group and their families suffered from the
actions of the government. The questionnaire
was on a 5-point Likert format ranging from 1
(Strongly Agree) to 5 (Strongly Disagree). A
similar 1-item measure has been reported to
have been successful in measuring essential
variables of interest (Postmes et al, 2013)

Collective action

Collective action was measured with a 3-
item questionnaire adapted from the
existing literature(van Zomeren, Postmes,
& Spears, 2012); it has a reliability
coefficient of .91. Sample scales include: “I
would like to sign a petition demanding
apology,” “lI would participate in any
demonstration that is for demanding justice
for my ethnic group,” and “I would
participate in any demonstration that is for
demanding justice for my ethnic group.”
Responses were in a 4-point Likert format,
ranging from (1) strongly agree to (4)
strongly disagree.

Media use.

To determine the news sources of participants,
the frequency of media use, as well as the
preference, we developed two items that
categorize  participants into  either a
predominantly traditional media group or a
predominantly  digital ~media  group.
Participants were therefore required to indicate
the means by which they became aware of the
listed past events of their ethnic group. The
options included: (a) Traditional media; e.g.,
radio, television, newspapers, (b) Digital
media; e.g., blog, YouTube.

Procedure

The recruitment for the study was done
through the snowball sampling technique
using undergraduates of a wuniversity in
Nigeria, who subsequently shared with friends
and family on their phones via WhatsApp
messages and email addresses. The first set of
students who volunteered as participants and
helped shared with other friends and relatives
got a sum of 500 Naira as a cost of data upon
presenting  evidence of sharing. All
participants submitted their completed survey
through a well-protected system, which the
Sosci Survey hosted on the website address:
httpp//www.sosci/survey.den/.  The  data
collection process lasted for 6 weeks between
January 8th and March 29th, 2021. We
generated codes only for historical events and
figures that were most commonly mentioned;
any item not mentioned by at least five
participants was not coded. These codes were
further classified into broader domain
categories to allow for appropriate statistical
analysis. Two independent coders helped
classify the original codes into the code
groups, and we also coded for whether the
events they listed were positive or negative.
Positive events were events they thought made
them proud of their ethnicity and their country;
adverse events were events that made them not
be proud of their country. Still, they did not
affect their ethnicity because they thought of
the events as having happened due to the
government’s action and inaction. (This was
well explained to all participants.)
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Data Analysis

The frequency distribution of the sample
was computed accordingly. In order to
streamline the responses obtained, we
considered removing responses that relate
to personal life (e.g., "Accident due to bad
road" (response for respondent number 68),
non-interest (i.e., nil or blank), and wrong
responses, e.g., “When I gave birth” as
negative collective memory. We then
proceeded to import the dataset into
RStudio using the 'read Excel' function
from the 'readxl' package, explicitly
specifying the data type for each of these
variables while importing, selecting all
variables that are relevant to the hypotheses,
and retaining only collective memories that
have a significant number of responses.
Furthermore, in order to test the four stated
hypotheses, Path Analysis (lavaan package
in R) was adopted. (Rosseel, 2012).
Negative memories, victim belief, and
media preferences were entered into the
model as independent variables, while
ethnic identity, national identity, and

Table 1: Frequency distribution of respondents

collective action intention were entered as
dependent variables. After performing the
path analysis, posterior power for RMSEA
(i.e., measure of the difference between the
hypothesized model and a perfect fit model)
and estimates of individual pathways within
the model were calculated.

Result.

From Table 1 below, the total number of
responses retained is 171 (equivalent to
27%) out of the whole administered
questionnaire of 635 (100%). Although this
number belongs only to respondents who
gave their collective memories (negative)
correctly. This quota was dominated by
people in the age range of 18-25 (44%),
followed by people in the age range of 26-
33 (27%). The gender of the respondents is
in favor of the female population (54%)
over the male (46%). The majority of the
respondents (61%) have BSC/HND, while
only a few (6%) have lower than a National
Diploma.

Age Hausa Igbo Yoruba Others Total ~=%
Personal 0 0 0 0 0 0
18-25 0 13 10 53 76 44
26-33 2 5 4 35 46 27
34-41 0 2 4 9 15 9
42-49 2 3 1 11 17 10
50-57 0 1 0 8 9 5
>57 0 0 1 8 5
Gender

Personal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Male 3 10 6 60 79 46
Female 1 14 14 63 92 54
Education

Personal 0 0 0 0 0
Sch Cert 0 4 7 11 6
National 0 0 9 12 7
BSC/HND 2 15 15 72 104 61
MSC 2 5 24 33 19
Others 0 0 0 11 11 6
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Table 2: Showing selected memories given by participants and the variables examined

in the model as they are labeled in the study

Label Variable name Label Variable name
MkD MKO's death neg Negative Collective Memory
2 Annulment of the June 12} pp | iy 1dentity
election
BhG Buhari’s Govt PrN National Identity
kB Ikeja Bombing M Traditional Media
SbR Subsidy Removal SFA Victim belief
ChG é!larcll;ctlon of Chibok Act Action against the government
Emergence of Boko . I want to do something together in order to get justice
BkH Gtj
Haram from the Government.
C19 Covidl9 SAP I want to sign a petition demanding an apology and
reparation from the government.
CvW Civil War GvA The government must apologize and_ pay reparations
for the past mistreatment of my ethnic group.
ESA End SARS Massacre IFE [ would participate in any demonstratlon that
demanded justice for my ethnic group.

As shown in Table 2 above, the data
contains 40 variables of different types with
a mix of demographic information, relevant
for our research. For pre-processing, we
started by grouping the collective memory
responses that are semantically related into
a single response (e.g., “Abduction of

R Studio for further analysis.

Chibok school girls”, “The chibok girls’
issues”, and “inhuman abduction of chibok
girls by Boko Haram” are all recoded as
“Chibok Girls”’) and are stored as NEGI,
NEG2, and NEG3 for negative memories
respectively. We then proceed to import this
dataset into
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Table 3: Showing the Coefficients, SEs, z and p Values, and 95% Confidence Intervals of the Path Model

Analysis
Variables EST SE 7 P value | CI. Lower | CI. Upper
collective memories ~ with Nat Identity -1.563 0.855 -1.829 0.067 -3.238 0.112
collective memories ~ ethnic Id 0.644 0.557 1.155 0.248 -0.448 1.735
Victim belief ~ Coll. Action Int. 0.298 0.041 7.189 0 0.217 0.379
Collective memories~ Trad. and Digital
Media -0.129 0.023 -5.652 0.032 -0.369 0.111

The results of the analysis (Table 5)
obtained from the path analysis indicate that
collective memory is negatively associated
with national identity: EST = -1.56, SE =
.85,z=-1.83, CE =0.067, 95% CI [-3.23,
0.11]. The result suggests that negative
collective memories statistically increase or
decrease identification with the national group.

Similarly, analysis indicated that collective
memory is positively associated with ethnic
identification, EST = 0.64, SE = .0.56, z =
1.15, CE = 0.257, 95% CI [-0.44, 1.74],
which literally indicates that the ethnic identity
of citizens is in no way affected by their
negative collective memory. As regards the
relationship between victim belief and
collective action intention, victim belief
increases the chances of collective action:

Table 4: Showing Model Indices

(EST =0.30, SE=0.041, z="7.19, p-value
= 0.00, CI [-0.22, 0.38]. This means that a
group of people who perceived that they have
suffered so much from the actions of the
government tend to be more prone to expressing
collective action against the government.

Finally, the fourth hypothesis states that
media use preference is associated with the
formation of collective memories. For
traditional media use, EST =-0.13, SE =
0.023,z=-5.65,p 0.03 [-0.37, 0.11]. The
result suggests that the relationship is
statistically significant. This indicates that
people who use traditional media of
information have reduced chances of
compiling negative collective memories
compared to those who use modern media
systems.

Fit Index CFI | RMSEA | SRMR GF1 AIC BIC CN_05
Modell 1 0.035 0.092 0.91 825.07 878.648 112.261
Model2 1 0.061 0.144 0.8 187.488 209.423 40.481
Model3 0.99 0.121 0.019 0.978 3367.277 | 3401.972 | 259.726

The first model demonstrates an almost
perfect fit compared to the baseline, as
evidenced by the Comparative Fit Index
(CFI) of 1.000. The model strikes a balance
between fit and complexity, supported by
the Akaike Information Criterion (AIC) and
Bayesian Information Criterion (BIC)
values of 825.07 and 878.648, respectively.
The Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA) value of 0.035
indicates excellent fit. The Standardized
Root Mean Square Residual (SRMR) of
0.092 signifies a reasonable average
discrepancy in correlations. The Goodness
of Fit Index (GFI) value of 0.91 implies that

this model fits better than a null model.
Moreover, the Critical N for the 0.05 Level
(CN_05) of 112.261 confirms that the
sample size sufficiently supports a well-
fitting model.

Model 2 also displays a nearly perfect fit
relative to the baseline, supported by a CFI
of 1.000. The AIC and BIC values (187.488
and 209.423) indicate a well-balanced
trade-off between model fit and complexity.
The SRMR of 0.144 signifies a moderate
average discrepancy in correlations.
Comparatively, the GFI value of 0.8
suggests that this model fits better than a
null model, although not as well as Model
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1. The CN_05 value 0f 40.481 indicates that
the sample size is adequate to support a
well-fitting model.

Model 3 demonstrates a perfect fit
compared to the baseline, with a CFI of
0.99. The AIC and BIC values (3367.277
and 3401.972) reflect a balanced
consideration of model fit and complexity.
The RMSEA value of 0.121 suggests
satisfactory fit; a low SRMR of 0.019
indicates minimal average discrepancy in
correlations. The GFI value of 0.978
highlights improved fit compared to a null
model, though not as high as Models 1 and
2. The CN_05 value of 259.726 signifies a
sample size that is ample for supporting a
well-fitting model.

Discussion

The result of the study from first hypothesis
went as predicted, collective memory is
negatively associated with national identity,
the result shows that for every unit increase in
negative memories of past events, there are
increased chances that a citizen becomes less
proud to identify with his nation
(superordinate group), similarly the result of
the second hypothesis also went in the
expected direction, collective memory is
positively associated with ethnic identity, the
result also shows that for every unit increase
in negative memories of past events, there is
an increased possibility of being proud to
identify with ones ’s ethnic group
(subordinate group). The result supports the
notion that past national narratives possess the
potency of keeping and maintaining a sense of
continuity, and could offer the definition of
what it means to be a member of a national
group (Pennebaker et al., 1997), thereby
guaranteeing the continuity of a nationhood, it
also determines how members of a nation
identify with their group members across time
and space (Liu & Khan, 2014). This result
supports the social interaction perspective,
which stresses the identity-shaping function of
a collective identity (see Coman, 2012).
According to social interaction theorists,
during conversations, in-group members talk
to themselves about historical events of

concern. (Miller 1994; Mehl & Pennebaker
2003), These conversations could form the
basis for the transmission of a memory across
an ethnic group, or even a national group.
(Fentress and Wickham 1992; Wertsch,
2002). The nature of such past events, whether
positive or negative, can therefore determine
whether the people will identify more with the
subgroup, 1i.e, ethnic group, or the
superordinate group, i.e., national group.

The result of the third hypothesis tested
shows that victim belief is a predictor of
collective action intention. This implies that
people who perceived their relatives to have
suffered from the government’s actions are
likely to initiate a collective action against the
authorities for justice. This is in agreement
with the view that collective memories of a
national past can provide the basis for making
meanings to present-day events and impact
members’ perception towards the states as
well as their motivation for mass action
(Branscombe, 2004; Reicher & Hopkins,
2001). There are similar studies that
demonstrated that collective victim belief can
influence individuals’ emotions and beliefs as well
as actions, even when the events were not
personally experienced, and even when they took
place many decades or centuries in the past (Bar-
Tal et al., 2009; Volkan, 2001). However, if that
set of people has a positive collective
memory, their chances of supporting
collective action fall. This also confirms what
i1s found in collective action literature, which
posits the mobilizing role of victimhood as the
initial starting point of collective action (van
Zomeren et al., 2012). The result of the fourth
hypothesis indicates that the preference for
use of media influences the formation of
collective memories, with traditional media
having a lesser impact compared to digital
media. This may be due to the fact that people
who rely on traditional media are people with
poorer means, older in age, or are less
educated (Chan, 2015; Lee & Chan, 2016)
than those who use digital media.
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Limitations of the Study and
Recommendations for Future Directions

The lack of a clear definition of collective
memory in literature makes studying the
subject problematic. Besides, collective
memory researchers also face challenges
such as the difficulty of measuring
collective memory and its effects on
behavior and attitudes. This was a
significant challenge for this present study
and various related past studies. This
weakness in existing measures in the
literature could have accounted for the
inability of this study to measure positive
memories as effectively as it wanted.

Moreover, in reviewing available findings
on victim beliefs, there was no unified
terminology in this emerging area of
research. Scholars have used different terms
such as “siege mentality” (Bar-Tal &
Antebi, 1992a, 1992b), “dangerous beliefs”
(Eidelson & Eidelson, 2003; Maoz &
Eidelson, 2007), “competitive victimhood”
(Noor, Brown, Gonzalez, et al., 2008; Noor,
Brown, & Prentice, 2008), “totalized
victimization” (Lifton, 2003), “perpetual
ingroup victimhood orientation” (Schori et
al., 2009), and “inclusive/ exclusive victim
consciousness” (Vollhardt, 2009a, 2010)
among others to refer to different (yet
somewhat overlapping) aspects of victim
beliefs. These various meanings impact the
measure and make an objective study
problematic.  Future studies should
therefore consider developing a
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